BayLight Kids exist to 

nurture our children with God's love and truth so that they grow up into passionate worshipers for Jesus 

and bear much fruit in the world.

My heart is for every single child to experience God, for them to fall in love with Him, enter into a saving relationship with Him, and be His witnesses in this lost world.

One of the challenges of being in children's ministry is not seeing the fruit of all into goes into children's church on Sunday mornings.  And so I would like to use the illustration of a plant to highlight the different parts of our vision statement.

We exist to nurture our children with God's love and truth.

We all know it takes a time for a plant grow from a seed to a large tree.  And we might have seen young plants which do not grow to full term either from lack of sunshine, water, or nutrients.  But if they get the rays of the sun and nutrients from the soil that they need, then they can grow up to be healthy trees.

In the same way our children little plants who need a lot of care and nurturing.  With the warmth  of God's love and vitamins of the truth which comes from God's Word, they can grow up to be healthy Christians who follow Jesus. 

We want Sunday morning to have the two core elements of God's love and truth.  We want every single child to feel like he or she is loved.   That is why when a child first comes into the preschool room or in the nursery, we say "Hi, Nari!" or "Hi, Everett!"  and we give them a big hug.  Eventually, we want them to know that God is excited about them and loves to be them!   

The second core element of every Sunday is that they hear a truth from God's word.  Every Sunday morning, the songs, Bible story, and activities connect to single, simple Biblical truth for that morning.  For example, some lessons in the past have been: Jesus cares for me, I can help others, and I can talk to God.  Our teachers and Eileen take time to prepare the lesson and to make it a fun, learning time for the children.  They watch a Bible story (I say "watch" because we use flannel people), they play games, make creative crafts, and learn Bible versus.  So, it is not just baby-sitting but high quality teaching.  (I am very proud of what happens in our children's church.)  

While it may not seem like singing songs about Jesus or making scrolls out of brown paper bags make a difference, it does.  Little by little, Sunday after Sunday, our children are learning what it means to worship.  They may not always remember what the lesson was about, but they do develop impression about who God is and what is important to Him.

When we first started having children's church, we taught the children a song that would say, "Thank you, God, for Jesus and thank you God for Nari."  Michelle was sharing with me how Grant use to say his prayers at night.  He would say, "Thank you, God, for Mommy.  Thank you, God, for Daddy.  Thank you, God, for Stewart.  Thank you, God, for Becca."  And he would name all the children.  

Grow up to become passionate worshipers of Jesus.

We want our children to be excited about coming church.  We want them to enjoy singing songs to God and to enjoy learning about God. Simply, we want them to fall in love with God.  So, that when they get older they will still want to come to church.

As plantlings, we want their roots to go deep.  So that when they enter college, they will not become one of the 75 out of 100 who fall away from God.  Instead, when friends pressure them to do something that would compromise God's standards, they would refuse to give in because they know that God loves them.  Or when they hear contradictory teachings, they would be able to discern what is right because they know God's Word and is the authority for their lives. 

Proverbs 22:6 says, "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it."

We have had a lot of people visiting our church in the past 6 months.  Some people have come would come once or twice and then leave, but it is interesting that every family that has visited us keeps coming.  Parents see what we have here, and are very concerned about their child's spiritual well-being.  I know that there is at least one parent who has not yet accepted Jesus as her Savior, but she wants her child to grow up with good Christian values she comes to church.  (What she might not know is that her son might eventually become a totally committed follower of Christ.)  

Not only do we want them to be passionate worshipers, but we also want them 
To bear much fruit in the world. 
Children are fearless when it comes to witnessing.  As children, they tell you what they think and what they believe.  They're not afraid like we are of what other people might think.

Story:  Eileen was telling me how a parent had called her and was outraged because she thought that Rebecca was proselytizing her daughter.  One of Rebecca's friends was telling another friend how Christmas is really about Jesus.  When the other girl didn’t believe her, she said asked Becca, "Isn't it true that Christmas is about Jesus?"  And Becca said, "Yeah, Christmas is about Jesus being born as a baby."  Those girls weren't proselytizing, they were just telling what they knew.   And children can be the greatest witnesses at their schools.  They could influence more people their age than we could as adults.

One of reasons why I am in children's ministry is because it's so much easier to share the Gospel with them than it is to share with adults.  You just share who Jesus and what he has done for them, and they believe.  They may not understand the theology of atonement or the theology of sanctification, but if you explain Jesus is God's Son, he loves you, and he has died for your wrong doings and he rose again.  They say, "Okay, I believe."

While the children are young, our oldest children are coming to the age where they can begin to understand who Jesus is and what he has done for us.  

Barna Research shows that evangelism is the most effective among kids.  

9 out of 10 Christians accept Jesus as their Savior before the age 18.

50% of all Americans who accept Jesus Christ as their Savior do so before the age 13.

9 out of 10 pastors and missionaries accepted Christ as their Savior before they were even 12 years old.  

You want to be where you can see the most fruit in evangelism?  Be involved in sharing the Gospel with children.  

Easter egg hunt: Two weeks ago I heard on Family Life Today's radio program about how you can use an Easter egg hunt to share the Gospel.  You have a regular Easter egg hunt, but afterwards you show them the resurrection egg and share the Gospel.  Then, you show a children's video of the crucifixion.  

I thought about doing that at Eagle Park or at Cuesta Park and putting notices on people's doors in this neighborhood and inviting children to join us.  (We will do it next year.)

Wouldn't it be great to see …

Children in this neighborhood coming to BayLight, because the word has gotten out that this is a fun place to learn about Jesus.  

Our children inviting other children to come to church, and as a result, we have so many children in who come to church they we start running out of room.  

Wouldn't it be great to see our unbelieving parents come to BayLight because their children keep asking them when they will come and the parents see a difference in their children.  

As a result, parents get saved and families are changed.

Wouldn't it be great to see 10 years from now:

Our children becoming leaders at their high schools and witness to their friends in the classrooms, in the marching band, or on the basketball team.  

As a result, high school students are getting saved, parents are getting saved, and families are changed.  God begins to break down the dysfunctional patterns and families are healed.  And as result, the community is changed because they see the transformations.

And it all began because we were nurturing our children with God's love and truth Sunday after Sunday so that they would become passionate worshipers and bear much fruit in the world.  

You and I have the privilege to be gardeners in this garden and to make a difference for all eternity!  

