25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! - Job 19:25-27 (NIV)

Introduction


Welcome to our first deep-dive study.  When Christians think of going deeper into the Word, most think of studying the languages in which the Old (Hebrew) and New Testaments (Greek) were originally written.  Though there are many other tools that are helpful in interpreting Scripture (which we'll introduce and employ over the course of the next couple of years), the simple fact of the matter is that original languages are the sexiest.  It's only appropriate then, that it is the tool we'll primarily use here.  As we use original languages though, we'll see that it is a tool that must be used in tandem with other tools and rarely gives a definitive answer on its own.

Problem


Our problem is two-fold: 1) Who is Job's redeemer? And linked to that, 2) how does Job view God?  We, Christians, can claim this verse in similar circumstances because we live on this side of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  But Job here, is pre-Resurrection, pre-Jesus, pre-Abrahamic covenant, pre-conclusion to the book of Job.  Job doesn't know the Easter message, “He is risen”.  Job doesn't know Jesus.  Job doesn't know God in a personal way.  Job doesn't even know how his story will end.  From the perspective of all that he doesn't know, who does he know as his redeemer?  And in light of his time in history and his rants throughout the book of Job, how does he view God?

Tools for Interpretation

Historical Interpretations


For the most part, there are four interpretations to Job 19:25's “redeemer” that have withstood the test of time.  Remember, what's important here is not necessarily what is true but what Job knows and believes.

1. Job's redeemer is God who will physically resurrect Job in the end thereby vindicating Job and showing him to be an upright man


This is the traditional Christian interpretation beginning from the early Christian 

theologian Origen (late 2nd/early 3rd century AD)

2. Job's redeemer is God who will meet with Job after he dies but without a physical resurrection


This is the currently prevailing view

3. Job's redeemer is God who will restore Job before his death

4. Job's redeemer is a personification of Job's plea who stands against God

· Which view of “redeemer” do you believe Job knew?

Other English translations


Often, we can pick up nuanced meanings of words or phrases by comparing different translations.


I know that my Savior lives, and at the end he will stand on this earth. My flesh may be 
destroyed, yet from this body I will see God. Yes, I will see him for myself, and I long for 
that moment. (CEV)


Still, I know that God lives—the One who gives me back my life— and eventually he'll 
take his stand on earth. And I'll see him—even though I get skinned alive!— see God 
myself, with my very own eyes. Oh, how I long for that day! (Message)

· What additional insights do you receive from looking at these two other translations?

· How do the two translations differ in their understandings of how Job views God?

· Do you agree with either of these translations in their understandings of how Job views God?

Original Language (Hebrew)


Going to the Hebrew can be helpful in discovering the fullness of the meaning of words and uncovering the author's thought processes.  A word of caution, however, is in order here.  Because none of us speak Biblical Hebrew as our first language, we must rely upon Hebrew-English dictionaries to guide us.  And like Biblical translations, dictionaries are subjective.  By design, they define words.  They choose meanings for words over others.  They express the opinions of their editors.  And as an interpretation, dictionary entries must be scrutinized as well.


The following definition was taken from the Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon, the most widely used Biblical Hebrew-English dictionary.

וַאֲנִ֣י יָ֭דַעְתִּי גֹּ֣אֲלִי חָ֑י וְ֝אַחֲרֹ֗ון עַל־עָפָ֥ר יָקֽוּם׃ 

(Va'ani yada'eti ge'ali chay ve'acharon al afar yakoom)

גֹּ֣אֲלִי 

Root: Ga'al

Definition: vb. redeem, act as kinsman

1. act as kinsman, do the part of next of kin


a. in taking a kinsman's widow (Ruth 3:13)


b. in redeeming from bondage (Leviticus 25:47-49)


c. in redeeming a field (Leviticus 25:25-34)


d. claim as kinsman (Job 3:5)


e. the avenger of blood (Numbers 35:19-27)

2. redeem, by payment of value assessed, of consecrated things, by the original owner (Leviticus 27:13-31)

3. redeem, with God as subj. implying personal relationship, chiefly in poetry (Genesis 48:16; Job 19:25; Psalm 19:14, 69:18, 72:14, 103:4, 119:154; Proverbs 23:11; Jeremiah 50:34, Lamentations 3:58; Hosea 13:14

· What insights do you receive from this definition of ga'al?

· How does Job express his view of God in other chapters of the book?

· Do you feel that this interpretation of Job's ga'al is consistent with the view of God that Job has expressed in other chapters of the book?

· Looking back at the historical interpretations of these verses, which view do you now lean toward?

· Is Job an example of faith?

