FROM THE OT SURVEY INTRODUCTION:  

Application

a) Continuity vs. Discontinuity

i) Continuity:

(1) Jesus is anticipated in the Old and revealed in the New: “The gospel points out with a finger what the Law foreshadowed…” (Calvin, Institutes, 2.9.3).  

(2) We worship the same God in the OT and the NT.  

ii) Discontinuity

(1) Israel vs. the church.  Now, the people of God are the people of faith of every nation.  Before, the people of God were a distinct geopolitical entity.

(2) The revelation and work of Jesus fulfilled ceremonial law and made largely unnecessary civil law.

b) The OT teaches us:

i) His nature and character

ii) Man’s depravity

iii) God’s sovereign plan (which had always included the revelation of Christ as Savior)

iv) The OT teaches us to learn and take warning from the history of those who have gone before us.

(1) I Corinthians 10:6-12.  Verses 11-12: “These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.  12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!”

v) The LAW is a model for the kind of conduct that pleases God.

“The role of the law remains the same today as in the past: it is our gracious God’s guideline for living that pleases him and is good for us” (Longman, Making Sense of the Old Testament, p. 118).
c) How do we then apply the law?  

i) Three Kinds of Law:

(1) Ceremonial Law:  law governing the specific method with which the Israelites worshiped God.  “When a person commits a violation and sins unintentionally… he is to bring to the LORD as a penalty a ram from the flock…” (Lev. 5:15).

(2) Civil Law: law concerning Israel’s identity as a nation. “Be sure to appoint over you the king the LORD your God chooses.  He must be from among your own brothers.  Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother Israelite” (Deut. 17:15).

(3) Moral Law: God’s principles for a right relationship with Him and others. The Ten Commandments are a great example.  

(a) Apodictic vs. Case Law

(i) Apodictic Law:  “laws that unconditionally and categorically assert right and wrong” (Averbeck, “Law” in Cracking Old Testament Codes, p. 120).  
(ii) Case Law:  “laws that define specific cases and prescribe legal consequences.”
(iii) Case law flows from Apodictic.

1. Example: Exodus 21:28-32.  Verse 28-29: “If a bull gores a man or a woman to death, and its meat must not be eaten… If, however, the bull has had the habit of goring and the owner has been warned but has not kept it penned up and it kills a man or woman, the bull must be stoned and the owner also must be put to death…” This flows from the general ethical principle of the sixth commandment: “Do not murder.”  

2. Example: Deut. 24:14-15.  “Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poor and needy, whether he is a brother Israelite or an alien living in one of your towns.  Pay him his wages each day before sunset, because he is poor and counting on it.  Otherwise he may cry to the LORD against you, and you will be guilty of sin.”  What does this flow out of?

(iv) Longman asserts that case law has its value is in its ability to “illustrate ethical principles that are relevant today” (Longman, MSOT, p. 120).
d) Every one of the Ten Commandments can be found, in some form or other in the NT.  
i) “You shall have no other gods before me” Exodus 20:  “No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and money” (Matt. 6:24).
ii) You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything…”:  “Do not be idolators…” (I Cor. 10:7).  “For of this you can be sure: no immoral, impure, or greedy person—such a man is an idolator—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God” (Eph. 5:5).   
iii) “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God”:  “Among them and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme” (1 Tim. 1:20).  “Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking… but rather thanksgiving” (Eph. 5:4); “And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven” (Luke 12:10).
iv) “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy”:  “There remains, then, a Sabbath rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his.  Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience” (Hebrews 4:9-11).
v) “Honor your father and your mother”:  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right” (Eph. 6:1).
vi) “You shall not murder”:  “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder… But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.  Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhendrin.  But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell” (Matt. 5:21-22).
vii) “You shall not commit adultery”:  “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Matt. 5:22). 
viii) “You shall not steal”:  “He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need” (Eph. 4:28).
ix) “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor”:  “Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body” (Eph. 4:25).  “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen” (Eph. 4:29).
x) “You shall not covet”:  “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not covet,’ and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’” (Rom. 13:8-10).
xi) BUT, Jesus and the New Covenant deepen the law; God raises the stakes.  Jews like most Pharisees took the Mosaic Covenant and twisted its original purpose of consecration.  While they became outwardly pure, inwardly they rotted.  Jesus calls for purity in the innermost part.    
(1) The Sabbath rest is no longer the beginning of the week, but the heavenly eternal rest that we attain to as Christians by faith.  It is also a rest from the work of earning God’s favor.
(2) Murder is re-interpreted: anger.
(3) Adultery extends into lustful thoughts.
(4) We are commanded not only to desist from lying about one another, but to embrace building each other up with our words.  
THE PENTATEUCH

GENESIS

1. TITLE, THEME & PURPOSE

a. The book of Genesis is the book of “beginnings.”  The word “genesis” means “beginning” and it is derived from the Greek title of the book in the Septuagint (see Genesis 2:4a).    

i. It begins the “history of redemption that occupies the rest of the Bible.” (IOT, p. 51).

ii. Genesis maps and records the “primeval” or “first, original, primary” events:

1. Creation

2. The Fall

3. The Flood

4. The spread of nations

b. Genesis is also the book of “foundations” because it provides the “foundation for the entire Bible in its history and its theology” (Walk, p. 10). 

i. Sin enters the world (Gen. 3).  God promises a Savior in that same passage (the protoeuangelium) – 3:15.
ii. God establishes His gracious dealings with His people in covenants (Noahic, Abrahamic).

iii. God chooses one man through whom “He would bring salvation and bless all nations” (Walk, p. 10): Abraham and then later, Jesus.

iv. God chooses a people for Himself (Jacob renamed Israel – his seed become the twelve tribes of Israel).

c. KEY WORD: toledot, Hebrew for “these are the generations of” or “this is the account of.”  Used 11 times to introduce a key section of Genesis, “the testimony of the text is to emphasize movement, a plan, something in progress and motion.  What is in motion is nothing less than the initial stages of a divine plan, a plan that has its roots in creation” (Handbook on the Pentateuch, p. 18).  
2. AUTHORSHIP (and so, too, for the rest of the Pentateuch).

a. Moses.  Debate has raged over authorship of the Pentateuch.  Three conclusions:

i. Traditionally, Moses

1. God commands Moses to record certain historical events (Ex. 17:14; Numbers 33:2 – “At the LORD’s command Moses recorded in their journey”).  So also, Moses is commanded to record laws (Ex. 20:1-17; 24:4 – “Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said”; 34:27)

2. The nation of Israel later referred to a “Book of Moses” (2 Chron. 25:4; Ezra 6:18; Neh. 13:1).  

3. Jesus and the early church connected the Pentateuch to Moses (Matt. 19:7ff.; 22:24; Mark 7:10; 12:26; Luke 20:37; John 1:17; 5:46; 7:23).

4. Early Jewish and Christian tradition is unanimous in “ascribing the [Pentateuch] to [Moses]” (IOT, p.39) – see Philo, Josephus, the Mishnah, and the Talmud.

ii. Moses with additions

1. Consider Deut. 34 – Moses’ death.

2. Genesis 11:31 – this passage mentions a city name with post-Mosiac etymology.  

3. Numbers 12:3 – Moses is called the most humble man who ever lived, “scarcely a statement that the world’s most humble man would make about himself” (IOT, p. 39).

iii. The Documentary Hypothesis:

1. Some scholars believe that the Pentateuch was written by four different sources (from earliest to latest):

a. J – Jahwist.  Gets its name from the use of the divine name Yahweh.  Despite that, J, in comparison to the others, attends to “man and earth” (IOT, p. 41).  Often J will employ anthropomorphisms to describe God.  Sections of J are found in: Genesis 2 on through Numbers.  

b. E – Elohist.  E is associated with the name Elohim, a more “generic” term for God.  E focuses on more “religious and moralistic concerns” (Harrison, IOT, p. 502).  E’s writings can be found in Gen 12 through Num. 32.  

c. D – Deuteronomic source.  D is the writer of Deuteronomy, which is “often identified as the document” found “in the temple during the reign of Josiah (2 Kings 22-23)” (IOT, p. 42).       

d. P – Priest.  P is the priestly source; its focus is God and worship.  P can be found in large portions throughout the first four books of the OT.  According to these scholars, P is postexilic.  

2. The documentary hypothesis was put forth because of:

a. The use of different “divine names” – Yahweh (J) or Elohim (E).

b. The existence of “doublets” – the same story repeated, with differing details or different characters, as well as separate incidents serving the same narrative purpose (e.g., Joseph and his multiple dreams).  

c. Differences in style – including different divine names and differing names of places.  One author might prefer Reuel for Moses’ father-in-law, another Jethro.  

d. Different theologies.  According to IOT, “J is commonly characterized as portraying God anthropomorphically; D presents a form of retribution theology; P is replete with priestly concerns and tends to emphasize the transcendence of God” (p. 41).  

3. It has proven flawed because:

a. It is difficult to say that differing name usage results in different sources.  It could be stylistic.  The same author could use the different names to charge the story with different theological nuance.  Indeed, “the use of multiple names for a god in a single text is reasonably common in extrabiblical Near Eastern texts” (IOT, p. 45).

b. As for doublets, Alter shows that these are actually “a purposefully deployed literary convention” (The Art of Biblical Narrative, p. 50).  Recent study demonstrates evidence of this stylistic device.  

c. In terms of differences in literary style, different subject matter can often yield different ways of writing by the same author.  What author would employ his same winning narrative style to a list?  Scholars think that P is more “list-oriented.”  How can a J write anthropomorphically about the number of bulls the family of Issachar offered at the tabernacle?

d. As far as different theologies is concerned, Longman and Dillard believe that “many of the theological differences that have been used to delineate sources may be interpreted in a different fashion and point in a different direction” (p. 46).  For example, it could be that the different attitudes offered in the Pentateuch toward the central altar are due to the fact that Exodus assumes “more than one place of worship” while the other books call for centralization.   

e. There is little or no scholarly consensus on the dates and subject matter of each writer, J, E, D or P.  “Apparently a subjective element is involved that casts doubt on the scientific basis for the method” (p. 46).  

3. DATE:  1450-1410 BC

4. STRUCTURE (Handbook on the Pentateuch, p. 17).

a. 1st Possibility

i. PRIMEVAL HISTORY – chapters 1-11

1. The creation – chapters 1-2

2. The fall – chapters 3-11

a. The cause – chapter 3

b. The effects – chapters 4-11

ii. PATRIARCHAL HISTORY – chapters 12-50
1. Abraham – chapters 12-25

2. Jacob – chapters 26-36

3. Joseph – chapters 37-50

b. 2nd Possibility

i. The Story of Creation (1:1-2-3)

ii. Toledot: These are the generations of the heavens and the earth (2:4-4:26)

iii. These are the generations of Adam (5:1-6:8)

iv. These are the generations of Noah (6:9-9:29)

v. These are the generations of the sons of Noah (10:1-11:9)

vi. These are the generations of Shem (11:10-26)

vii. These are the generations of Terah (11:27-25:11)

viii. These are the generations of Ishmael (25:12-18)

ix. These are the generations of Isaac (25:19-35:29)

x. These are the generations of Esau (36:1-37:1)

xi. These are the generations of Jacob (37:2-50:26)

5. KEY CHARACTERS

a. Abraham – the one to whom the promise for blessing comes.  God makes a covenant with Abraham that establishes key theological truths for us today: we are a chosen people, God would send a Savior through his seed, and that through one man, many nations would be blessed.  Notable in the NT as the father of the people of God because he believed, and that belief was counted to him as righteousness.  Abraham’s faith is legendary.  

b. Isaac – the son of Abraham.  Isaac is one of the patriarchs.  Sires the hairy one, Esau, and his twin Jacob.  Isaac is duped (albeit sovereignly) into blessing Jacob the younger rather than Esau.  

c. Jacob – the father of the nation of Israel.  His sons (and Joseph’s) become the twelve tribes of the nation of Israel.

d. Joseph – prefigures Christ.  Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers but later delivered his family from certain starvation.  Rose in the ranks of Pharaoh because of his integrity and gift for interpretation.  Famously commented on the sovereignty of God: “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives” (p. 47). 

6. APPROACHING THE NT

a. The protoeuangelium: “first good news.”  In Genesis 3:15, God gives Adam and Eve and the rest of the nation of Israel the first word of promise.  He would bring a Savior through Adam’s seed who would deal the serpent fatal injury.  In other words, He promises to deliver His people from evil and put down for all time Satan.  

b. Faith is righteousness.  We believe that now because we are under the Gospel: as we believe, God counts us holy because of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  But even before Christ, faith and grace echoed through Genesis.  Abraham “believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness” (Gen. 15:6).  Romans 4 tells us that Abraham was not justified by a righteous life but by his faith.

c. The Abrahamic covenant is full of rich NT truth.  God chooses to bless all the nations through one man (Abraham and then his seed, eventually Jesus) and God chooses a people for Himself.  We are now God’s people.  Paul calls us the true children of Abraham because of our faith.  

d. The heroes in this book are flawed.  God shows us that He is in the business of using weak, foolish people.  We know this from the NT (cf. I Cor. 1:18 ff.).  But it’s apparent in the OT as well:

i. Noah – he loved his drink!

ii. Abraham – terrified for his own life, risked the purity of his wife.

iii. Jacob – commonly called the “deceiver.”  He swindled his uncle Laban, bargained for his brother’s birthright with a bowl of soup, and acquiesced to his mother’s ploy to get Esau’s blessing.   

iv. Joseph – the dreamer lorded over his brothers the superiority he would later enjoy (but not abuse).  Also, was a snitch.  

e. Joseph is a “type” of Christ.  He was scorned by his brothers, sold into slavery, and later delivered his family from severe famine.  Likewise, Christ was “despised and rejected by men,” sold for money (cf. Judas), bore the weight of our slavery to sin, and now delivers us from death and bondage to life and the fullness of joy in the presence of God.  In both cases, God also “overruled the intentions of wicked people in order to bring about deliverance” (IOT, p. 56).  “In light of this truth that God overrules evil for good, the Christian may rest content in the well-known promise that ‘God works for the good of those who love him’ (Rom. 8:28)” (ibid, p. 56).    

EXODUS

1. TITLE, THEME & PURPOSE

a. Name:

i. Exodus means “exit” or “departure”.  The name is from the Greek name Exodos found in the Septuagint.  It is fitting because the book is essentially about the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage.  Indeed, the bulk of Exodus is occupied with Israel’s wanderings through the wilderness after God’s miraculous defeat of the Egyptians.

ii. The Hebrew name for the second book of the Bible is “And these are the names” (we’elleh shemoth).  The conjunction “and” suggests the continuation of the story started in Genesis.  One clear link between the books:  Longman and Dillard note that Genesis ends with Joseph requesting that his bones be carried out of Egypt when the Israelites come into their own land (IOT, p. 57).  Exodus 13:19 records Moses taking the bones of Joseph with him on the journey.

b. Themes:  To state, however, that the theme of the book is “exit” is to rob the book of its power.  While Exodus records Israel’s awesome departure from the land of Egypt, these themes run through Exodus:

i. God’s power and majesty

1. The ten plagues 

2. The parting of the Red Sea and the drowning of the Egyptian army

3. Provision in the wilderness (manna, quail, water from the rock)

4. His glory on Mt. Sinai

ii. God’s salvation

1. Through one man, essentially: Moses

a. In leading the people out of Egypt

b. In intercession for their sin (cf. Ex. 33-34, the golden calf)

2. From slavery in Egypt to freedom to worship in the wilderness

3. The Passover 

iii. God’s presence

1. The royal tent, where His presence dwells (Ex. 40:34, the cloud settles on the Tent of Meeting) (NIV Study Bible, p. 85).  

2. His glory

a. Revealed to Moses (Ex. 3, the Burning Bush; Ex. 34:4-7, His glory passes by Moses)

b. Revealed to the people of Israel (Ex. 13:21 – “By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night a pillar of fire to give them light”). 

3. His voice (Ex. 20:19).

iv. God’s holiness

1. Exodus lays the foundation for Biblical morality and ethics: the Decalogue, or Ten Commandments (Ex. 20ff.).

v. Man’s depravity and rebellion (cf. the countless times the Israelites grumble and complain, the golden calf)

c. Key Word: “redeem,” used nine times (6:6; 13:13; 15:13; 21:8; 34:20) (Walk Thru the Bible, p. 18).   The word “redeem” can mean to save from a state of sinfulness or its consequences.  It can also mean to rescue or ransom.  Redeem implies “ownership” too.  In the book of Exodus, we see this word employed primarily in the “rescue” sense.  “’I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and great judgments’” (Ex. 6:6).  God rescues Israel from Egypt for they are His own, His “treasured possession” (Ex. 19:5).  

2. AUTHORSHIP:  Moses (see earlier discussion on Genesis)

3. DATE:  The book was “composed during the forty-year wilderness journey, between 1445 BC and 1405 BC” (Walk Thru the OT, p. 18).  

4. STRUCTURE:

a. Two possibilities (IOT, p. 62):

i. Structure by location

1. Part One: Israel in Egypt (1:1-13-16)

2. Part Two: Israel in the Wilderness (13:17-18:27)

3. Part Three:  Israel in Sinai (19:1-40:38)

ii. Structure by content

1. God saves Israel from Egyptian Bondage (1:1-18:27)

2. God gives Israel His law (19:1-24:18)

3. God commands Israel to build the Tabernacle (25:1-40:38) 

5. KEY CHARACTERS:

a. Moses

b. God in the midst of His people:  The Tabernacle.  The significance of the Tabernacle is enormous: it “served as the earthly dwelling of God” (IOT, p. 68).  Indeed, God tells Moses: “Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God” (Ex. 29:45).  As Exodus ends, the glory of God settles on the Tent of Meeting.

i. The construction of the Tabernacle (Concise OT Survey, Keathley).

1. The Tabernacle was moveable, much like a nomad’s tent.

2. Only the Levites were allowed to set up “their tents in the vicinity of the tabernacle” (IOT, p. 70).  Only the descendents of Aaron could minister close to the tabernacle.   
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3. The Tent of Meeting was the inner tent.   

a. Here is a diagram of the Tent of Meeting viewed from above.  The right sanctum is where the Table of the Bread of the Presence is located, along with the golden lampstand.  You also find in that room the Altar of Incense, wood overlaid with gold.  The Altar of Incense is tended every morning and evening “so incense will burn regularly before the LORD for the generations to come” (Ex. 30:8).  Aaron and his sons were required to wash their hands and feet in the basin before entering the Tent of Meeting.  

b. The inner sanctum was the most holy place.  Only the high priest was allowed to enter into it and only once a year on the Day of Atonement.  On that day, he would sprinkle the altars with blood from a sacrifice to make atonement for all sin.  He would also send a goat (scapegoat) into the desert to carry the sins of the people away.  

4. Meaning and Theological Significance of the Tabernacle

a. The Ark of the Covenant:  The ark was not the same type of ark that Noah built, but rather symbolized God’s throne (1 Sam. 4:4).  It was called the Ark of Testimony or Covenant because it was to remind the Israelites of the gracious agreement between God and His people that He would dwell among them if they lived obediently.  

b. The Table of the Bread of the Presence.  “Presence” refers to God’s presence and the bread “represented a perpetual offering to the Lord by which Israel declared that she consecrated to God the fruits of her labors, and by which she at the same time acknowledged that all such fruit had been hers only by God’s blessing” (NIV Study Bible, p. 123).  

c. The Lampstand: the light represented the glory of God.

d. The Altar of Incense:  the “fragrant smoke symbolized the prayers of God’s people (cf. Ps. 141:2; Lk. 1:10; Rev. 5:8; 8:3-4)” (ibid., p. 130).  Scholars believe the incense now reminds us of the intercession that continually goes up to God on our behalf by our great intercessor, Jesus.    


6. APPROACHING THE NT

a. Redemption and salvation are themes that run right into the NT.  We are indeed delivered from slavery:  for us, bondage to sin; for them, Egyptian oppression.  They were saved by one man, Moses; we are saved by Christ, the son of God.  And we live in a figurative promised land: freedom from the effects and penalty of sin.  We are no longer slaves of the sinful nature, but we are new creations.  In fact, Paul relates baptism to the Exodus “because baptism symbolizes death to the old and identification with the new (cf. Rom. 6:23)” (Walk, p. 19).  

b. The Law: Jesus said that He did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it.  The Decalogue is found in deeper, more meaningful ways throughout the New (cf. Discussion on the Law, OT Survey Introduction).

c. Moses is a type of Christ (Deut. 18:5).  “Both Moses and Christ are prophets, priests, and kings; both are kinsman-redeemers; both are endangered in infancy; both voluntarily renounce power and wealth, both are deliverers, lawgivers, and mediators” (Walk Thru the OT, p. 19).

d. The Passover: the blood of the lamb represents now the blood of Jesus, our lamb of sacrifice.  No atonement can be made without the shedding of blood.  The blood of the lamb protected the people of Israel from the death of their firstborn.  The blood of our Lamb protects us from the judgment of God on our sin.  

e. The Tabernacle: just as God dwelt among men in the Tent of Meeting, now He dwells in us.  As Paul writes, “Do you not know that you are a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?” (I Cor. 6:19).     

LEVITICUS

1. TITLE, THEME & PURPOSE:

a. The name Leviticus means “pertaining to the Levites” (IOT, p. 73).  Given its priestly material and the specific instructions for sacrifices, the title is appropriate.  But while the book title admits to Levite matters, the text is directed to all the people of Israel.  

i. Like the other books of the Pentateuch, the Hebrew title of the book comes from its first few words: “And he called.”  

ii. Like Genesis and Exodus, continuity between Exodus and Leviticus is readily apparent.  Leviticus follows Exodus with expected laws for the method of worship.  “Exodus ended by devoting a good bit of attention to where God is to be worshipped – in the tabernacle.  Leviticus extends the theme to include how God is to be worshipped.  In Exodus the emphasis is on locality.  In Leviticus the emphasis is on attitude and proper relationships” (Handbook on the Pentateuch, p. 246).  

b. The theme of Leviticus is “be holy, as [The LORD] is holy” (Lev. 11:45).  As Hamilton notes, “Leviticus summons Israel to a holy life” (Handbook, p. 246).  The book of Leviticus was “designed designed to teach Israel (1) how to worship and walk with God and (2) how the nation was to fulfill its calling as a nation of priests” (Concise Survey of the OT, Keathley).  

i. Secondarily, there is a theme of “priesthood” that runs through the book.   Leviticus clearly shows us God’s desire to have a priest offer sacrifices on our behalf for cleansing, worship, and fellowship.  The priests conducted themselves carefully, carrying out their priestly duty by living holy lives.  Also, the priests taught the people of Israel the law.  The priests were “to protect the holiness of God in the camp” (IOT, p. 80).    

c. Key WORD:  holiness.  “Holy” appears more times in this book than in any other.  

2. AUTHORSHIP:  Moses

3. DATE:  1450-1410 BC

4. STRUCTURE (IOT, pp. 75-76):

a. Sacrificial Laws (1:1-7:38)

i. Instruction for the Laity (1:1-6-7)

ii. Instructions for the Priests (6:8-7:38)

b. Priestly Narrative (8:1-10:20)

i. The Formal Beginnings of the Priesthood (8:1-9:24)

ii. The Limits on the Priesthood – Nadab and Abihu (10)

c. Laws to Protect Ritual Cleanness (11:1-16:34)

i. Dietary Prescriptions (11)

ii. Birth Laws (12)

iii. Skin Diseases (13-14)

iv. Laws about Bodily Discharges (15)

v. The Day of Atonement (16)

d. Holiness Code (17-27)

i. The Laws (17:1-24:23)

ii. Blessings and Curses (26)

iii. Gifts to the Lord (27)

5. KEY CONCEPT:  SACRIFICE

a. Sacrifice also functioned as expiation:  the act of making satisfaction or atonement for any crime or fault; the healing of a rift in the covenant relationship (IOT, p. 77).
b. DIFFERENT KINDS OF OFFERING

i. The BURNT OFFERING:  “a sacrifice that was concerned with expiation of sins” (ibid., p. 78).  

ii. The GRAIN OFFERING:  performed in conjunction with the burnt offering, the grain offering was a “voluntary act of worship”; it was a “recognition of God’s goodness and provision” (NIV Study Bible, p. 149).

iii. The FELLOWSHIP OFFERING:  this sacrifice derives its Hebrew name from “shalom” – peace.  Its purpose is fellowship between God and the offerer’s fellow Israelites.  It often involved a communal meal.   

iv. The PURIFICATION or SIN OFFERING:  for sin, this sacrifice is distinct from the other offerings for sin in that it is an offering for unintentional sin.

v. The GUILT OFFERING:  has much in common with the sin offering except that this sacrifice is restricted to “offenses against the ‘things of the Lord’” (IOT, p. 79).  

6. KEY CHARACTERS:

a. Moses and Aaron

7. APPROACHING THE NT:

a. The book of Leviticus teaches us that God is holy.  It “teaches us that God is separate from the present world, and that only those who are also freed from the taint of sin are permitted into his presence” (IOT, p. 76).  This ought to teach us that we cannot come into God’s presence without some kind of cleansing.  And while Leviticus shows us that an animal sacrifice could cleanse, the NT reveals Jesus: the perfect, enduring sacrifice who cleanses us for all time.  Hebrews 9:26 “But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.”

b. Leviticus also teaches us that there is a greater high priest than Aaron who can stand for us before God, offer the sacrifice of himself, and intercede on our behalf.  The writer to the Hebrews joyfully tells us that our high priest is Jesus, the Son of God, who can relate to our every weakness because he was tempted in every way.  The writer exhorts us to approach the throne of God with confidence “so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need” (Heb. 4:16).

c. Finally, Leviticus shows us that God cares about our conduct.  While we must apply a certain “law” filter (sifting out ceremonial, re-applying apodictic, and looking toward case law to help us), we still ought to feel the burden of living a life “worthy of the Gospel.”  In the spirit of Leviticus, Paul commands young Timothy: “set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12).   

NUMBERS

1. TITLE, THEME & PURPOSE

a. Name

i. The name of the book comes from the census lists in chapters 1 and 26.  Again, we get our English title from the Greek Septuagint.  

ii. The Hebrew name is bemidbar, “in the desert” and it is probably more appropriate.  The book is chiefly occupied with the forty years that the Israelites wandered through the wilderness.

1. It should be noted that, like Exodus and Leviticus, Numbers begins with the conjunction, “and,” signifying the continuity of the narrative begun in Genesis.

b. Themes

i. The DEPRAVITY OF MAN:  Numbers shows the grumbling, complaining Israelites at their worst.  Lay leaders rebel against Moses from Moses’ own relatives to Israelite would-be usurpers (Num. 12, 16-17).  The Israelites complain about the manna and God sends quail again (Num. 11).  The twelve spies are sent into the land “flowing with milk and honey” only to bring back a bad report (Num. 13-14).  Moses cracks the rock to bring forth water and himself suffers judgment (Num. 20).  

1. As Longman and Dillard note, though, it is the “spy story that triggers God’s judgment, with the result that the first generation was doomed to die in the wilderness and not the see the Promised land” (IOT, p. 88).  

2. Chapters 13-14 are the turning point of the book.  The hope of a new generation is birthed, but the warning goes out to them and to us: don’t repeat the sins of the first.  

ii. The GRACE of GOD:  Numbers also delights us with the character of our God:  we find ample evidence of His grace and continued involvement with His people.  Despite the grumbling and the complaining of the Israelites, God provides food, protection, and the promise of a land that would become their own.  He demonstrates faithfulness to His covenant.  

1. Milgrom:  “The principal actor in Numbers is Yahweh.  Even under extreme provocation, he keeps his covenant with Israel, guides them through the wilderness and provides for their needs” (IOT, p. 89).  

2. AUTHORSHIP: Moses (with post-Mosaic additions).  

3. DATE:  1450-1410 BC

4. STRUCTURE (IOT, p. 87):

a. The End of the Old:  The first generation of God’s people out of Egypt on the March in the Wilderness (1:1-25:18)

i. The Preparation and Inauguration of the March of the Holy People of Israel (1:1-10:10)

ii. The Cycle of Rebellion, Death, and Deliverance of the Holy People of Israel (11:1-25:18)

b. The Birth of the New: The Second Generation of God’s People Out of Egypt As They Prepare to Enter the Promised Land (Num. 26:1-36:13)

5. KEY CHARACTERS:

a. Moses & Aaron

b. Joshua & Caleb, the two faithful spies out of the twelve

6. APPROACHING THE NT:

a. The theme of God’s continued commitment to His people extends well into the NT.  We were by nature “objects of wrath” (Eph. 2:3) yet we were shown mercy.  We turned toward greater and greater sin and rebellion, yet God still sent His Son to provide the climactic and final deliverance of His people from sin and death.  “God did not abandon his people but provided hope for them in the salvation offered by Jesus Christ” (IOT, p. 90).  

b. Paul uses the example of Israel in Numbers as a warning to believers today: “Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did” (I Cor. 10:6).   

c. Christ is seen typologically in the book of Numbers:

i. As Keathley notes: “Perhaps no place is there a clearer portrait of Christ and His crucifixion than in the serpent lifted up on the standard (cf. Num. 21:4-9 with John 3:14)” (Concise OT Survey).

ii. I Cor. 10:4 – Christ is the rock that quenches our thirst.  Paul says this about the rock: “[The Israelites] all ate the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.”  

iii. Manna is also a picture of Christ – daily bread provided from heaven (Jn. 6:31-33).  Verse 33: “For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”  

DEUTERONOMY

1. Title, Theme & Purpose

a. The name “Deuteronomy” comes from the Greek Septuagint and it means “second law-giving.” According to Longman and Dillard, this is a mistranslation of 17:18 where “the king is instructed to make a ‘copy of this law’” (IOT, p. 91).  

b. Theme:

i. SECOND GIVING:  The theme of Deuteronomy is close, ironically, to the mistranslated title, because Deuteronomy can be seen as a second giving of the law that had beforehand been administered in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers.  Deuteronomy functions as a review of the law and a re-ratification of the covenant before Moses passes away.  It serves as a bridge between Israel under Moses and the Israel that will follow.  

ii. THE IDEAL ISRAEL:  Longman and Dillard also believe that Deuteronomy “portrays what an ideal Israel would be.  It presents an Israel with ‘one God, one people, one land, one sanctuary, and one law’” (ibid, p. 102).  

1. One God:  4:23-24 - “Be careful not to forget the covenant of the LORD your God that he made with you; do not make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything the LORD your God has forbidden. For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”       4:39 - “Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other.”

2. One people:  4:34 – “Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds, like all the things the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes?”  7:6 – “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.”

3. One land:  12:10  But you will cross the Jordan and settle in the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and he will give you rest from all your enemies around you so that you will live in safety.  

4. One sanctuary:  12:5 - “But you are to seek the place the LORD your God will choose from among all your tribes to put his Name there for his dwelling. To that place you must go.”

5. One law:  4:1-2 – “Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you.  Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.”

iii. “WATCH YOURSELF LEST YOU FORGET”:  The book of Deuteronomy serves also to warn the Israelites that they must be careful to remember the LORD: everything that He has done, and all that He commands.  For example, Deut 4:9 – “Only be careful, and watch yourself closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live.”  The command to remember stretches across generations: “Teach them to your children and to their children after them” (4:9).  And it is repeated over and over again throughout the book: 4:23; 6:12; 8:11; 9:7; 25:19.  

c. Key word: “covenant” (occurring some 27 times). As stated before, Deuteronomy is in many respects a ratification of the Mosaic covenant and a partial fulfillment of the Abrahamic (the nation is finally forming and finally being planted in Canaan).  The Mosaic covenant is renewed on the plains of Moab right before Moses dies.  The nation “exists…  as a people in covenant with Yahweh… it was to be an enduring relationship, regularly renewed in successive generations.  The covenant into which Israel had entered was not simply the legal acquiescence to a detailed contract, but rather a living relationship that required the loving commitment of both parties (6:5; 7:9, 12-13; 11:1, 13, 22; 13:3; 33:3)” (ibid., p. 102).     

2. Authorship:  Moses (except for chapter 34: his death).

3. Date:  1410 BC

4. Structure:

a. Keathley:
I. Preamble (1:1-5)

II. Review of Israel’s Wanderings—Historical (1:6-4:43)

III. Rehearsal of Israel’s Law—Legal (4:44-26:19)

IV. Ratification of Israel’s Covenant—Motivational (27:1-30:20)


V. Conclusion (31:1-34:12)

b. Dillard and Longman:

i. Preamble (1:1-5)

ii. Historical Prologue (1:6-3:29)

iii. Stipulations (4-26) 

iv. Curses and Blessings, Ratification (27-30)

v. Succession Arrangements (31-34)

5. Key Characters:

a. Moses and Joshua

6. Approaching the NT

a. There is no clearer foreshadowing of Christ than in 18:15 – “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him.”  

i. Dillard and Longman point out that the crowds remembered this promise as they looked upon Jesus:  He had fed them with bread and meat just as Moses had done; he promised them “an unfailing stream of life-giving water” (IOT, p. 106); and he performed miraculous signs and wonders (cf. 34:10ff. – “… no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel” and John 6:14 – about the Feeding of the Five Thousand:  “After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, ‘Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.’”).

b. In addition, Moses is a type of Christ in that he fulfilled the office of priest, prophet and king (though he wasn’t a king, he served as ruler of Israel).  The only other Person to function in all three roles is Jesus.  

c. God shows Himself to be a God of grace and love.  There is no discontinuity in the OT and NT regarding the character of God.    

i. 7:7 – “The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were fewest of all peoples.  But it was because the LORD loved you…”

ii. 9:5 – “It is not because of your righteousness or your integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land…”

d. Parallels between Israel and the church:

i. Deut. 7:7 compares with I Cor. 1:27-8 – “But God chose the foolish things of the world… God chose the weak things of the world… He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things...”

ii. Just as Israel is God’s “treasured possession” (7:6), so is the new Israel, the church (Eph. 1:14; Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 2:9).

iii. As the Israelites have a central place of worship, the new Israel “has its central sanctuary in the heavenly Zion (Heb. 12:18-24)” (IOT, p. 106).

iv. God is consuming fire, calling His people to “reverence and awe” in both the OT (Deut. 4:24) and the NT (Heb. 12:29).  

v. As Israel needed a mediator before God (Deut. 5:27), so too the church (Heb. 4:14-16): Jesus.

e. Key verses from Deuteronomy provide the backdrop for important theological truths:

i. The Trinity: the Hebrew Shema – “Hear O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is one” (Deut. 6:4) – must be considered in light of Jesus’ insistence that He and the Father are one (Jn. 10:30, 17:21-23), making Himself and God “equal.”  

ii. Jesus summarizes the law by restating the Great Commandment (Deut. 6:5; Matt. 22:37-40).  
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