Theological Training #3: The Character of God: Communicable Attributes
A Brief Review

Last time we looked at God’s incommunicable attributes, which are those attributes that God does not share with others: God’s independence, unchangeableness, timelessness, omnipresence and unity.

Today, we’re going to look at God’s communicable attributes, which are those attributes that God does share with others.  In other words, God shares to some extent these attributes with us. 

Depending on how you break them down, there are roughly twenty-two communicable attributes.  And we can break them down into five broad categories. 

Five Broad Categories for the Communicable Attributes

1.) God’s being
 e.g. God’s invisibility and spirituality

2.) God’s moral attributes     e.g. God’s love, God’s patience, God’s jealousy 

3.) God’s mental attributes     e.g. God’s wisdom and God’s truthfulness

4.) Attributes of purpose 
     e.g. God’s will and God’s omniscience

5.) Summary attributes      e.g. God’s beauty and God’s perfection

How We Will Proceed

Unfortunately, for time’s sake we’ll only be able to take a closer look at some of these.  

I decided to skip over God’s being and God’s moral attributes.  I think we are probably more familiar with these aspects of God’s character anyway since they get a lot more airtime in sermons and Bible studies. 

In any case, I’ve included notes for all of these attributes with pertinent Scripture references as well as notes from Grudem’s work.  It’s anything but exhaustive.  But it’s some place to start.  And if you want, you can look at them on your own.

For those attributes we will be covering today, we’ll look at a basic definition and some key Scripture references. 

You’ll also notice that I’ve included an application/ imitation section for almost every attribute.  Since these are the communicable attributes and God shares them with us to some extent, we should imitate him in these attributes, however imperfectly.  

And I’d like to invite you to think through this with me as we go along.  

When it comes down to it, this theological training is not just about knowledge—giving you information about God.  It is about worshiping God.  And so as we study the character of God, let’s respond to him and allow his truth to transform us.

Mental Attributes: God’s Knowledge, Wisdom, Truthfulness and Faithfulness
God’s Knowledge (or Omniscience)
Defn: God fully knows himself and all things actual and possible in one simple and eternal act. 

Job 37:16 “Do you know how the clouds hang poised, those wonders of him who is perfect in knowledge?”
1 John 3:20 “For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.”
Isaiah 40:13-14 “Who has understood the mind of the Lord, or instructed him as his counselor?  Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way?  Who was it that taught him knowledge or showed him the path of understanding?”
1.) God fully knows himself.

1 Corinthians 2:10-11 “For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  For what person knows a man’s thoughts except the spirit of the man which is in him?  So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God?”
--This is amazing since God’s own being is infinite!

2.) God knows all things actual, i.e., all things that exist and all things that happen.

Hebrews 4:13 “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.  Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” (huge scale)
Isaiah 46:9-10 “I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done.” (the past and the future)

     Matthew 6:8 “Your Father knows what you need before you ask him.” (personal scale)
     Matthew 10:30 “Even the hairs of your head are all numbered.” (all details—every hair for every 

      person he ever created! cf. Psalm 139)
3.) God knows all things possible, i.e., things that might happen but do not actually come to pass.

1 Samuel 23:11-13 David asking God what will happen if he goes to Keilah.  And God tells David      that the people of Keilah would surrender him to Saul.  So David leaves Keilah.
Matthew 11:21 Jesus states that Tyre and Sidon would have repented if Jesus’ miracles were performed there.
“The fact that God knows all things possible can also be deduced from God’s full knowledge of himself.  If God fully knows himself, he knows everything he is able to do, which includes all things that are possible.  This fact is indeed amazing” (Grudem 191). Psalm 139:6; Isaiah 55:9

4.) God knows everything in one simple and eternal act. (the “how”)

a.) “Simple” here means “not divided into parts.” So God knows everything in one simple act means that God is always fully aware of everything.  For example, he doesn’t need to count the number of stars in the sky like a cosmic computer.  Nor does he have to call the number to mind.  He just knows it already.  It is, along with every other piece of knowledge, fully present in his consciousness.

b.) God knows everything in one eternal act means that God’s knowledge never changes or grows.  Therefore, God can never learn anything new. 

“Could God at any time or in any manner receive into His mind knowledge that He did not possess and had not possessed from eternity, He would be imperfect and less than Himself.  To think of a God who must sit at the feet of a teacher, even though that teacher be an archangel or a seraph, is to think of someone other than the Most High God, maker of heaven and earth” (Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, 55).
Application/ Imitation  (How can we respond to this all-knowing God?  How can we imitate him?  How can we relate to him?  What are the implications of God’s omniscience for us?)

· Thank God that although he knows everything he chooses to “forget” our sins: “I will not remember your sins” (Isaiah 43:25).  It’s not that God is implying that he is no longer aware of our sins.  It’s not like he pushes this cosmic delete button and erases our sins from his consciousness.  But God is saying that he will never again let the knowledge of our sins play any part in the way he relates to us.  How freeing is that!

· God is awesome in his knowledge.  Just think how much there is to know!  He knows everything there is to know about his creation—about what Mars is made of, what an electron is made of, etc.  And he knows everything about you from the smallest, most insignificant details of your life—how you like your eggs, when your eggs are going to go bad in your fridge, which chickens your eggs came from—to the most intimate, inward musings of your heart--what will really make you happy, what you are most afraid of.  He knows it all.  Isn’t it amazing that while God’s knowledge is infinite, it is also so personal?

· We can rest securely in God’s love for us since he knows everything about us already and still loves us!  

“No talebearer can inform on us, no enemy can make an accusation stick; no forgotten skeleton can come tumbling out of some hidden closet to abash us and expose our past; no unsuspected weakness in our characters can come to light to turn God away from us, since He knew us utterly before we knew Him and called us to Himself in the full knowledge of everything that was against us” (Tozer 57).  

“The apprehension of God’s infinite knowledge should fill the Christian with adoration.  The whole of my life stood open to His view from the beginning.  He foresaw my every fall, my every sin, my every backsliding; yet, nevertheless, fixed His heart upon me.  Oh, how the realization of this should bow me in wonder and worship before Him!” (Pink, The Attributes of God, 21).

· Because God knows everything, he knows that we are “just dust” and has compassion on us. 

“His knowledge of our afflictions and adversities is more than theoretic; it is personal, warm and compassionate” (Tozer 57).
God’s Wisdom
Defn: God always chooses the best goals and the best means to those goals.
God’s Wisdom is clearly related to God’s knowledge.  They hang together.  

“Wisdom, among other things, is the ability to devise perfect ends and to achieve those ends by the most perfect means.  It sees the end from the beginning, so there can be no need to guess or conjecture.  Wisdom sees everything in focus, each in proper relation to all, and is thus able to work toward predestined goals with flawless precision” (Tozer 60).

Romans 16:27 “The only wise God”

Job 12:13 “With him are wisdom and might; he has counsel and understanding.”
Psalm 104:24 “O Lord, how manifold are your works!  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.”  (God’s wisdom seen in creation)
1 Corinthians 1:30 “It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”(God’s wisdom seen in redemption cf. Ephesians 3:10)

Romans 11:33 “O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!” (Paul bursts forth in praise of God’s wisdom after explaining God’s plan of redemption for the previous eleven chapters.)

Application/ Imitation (How can we respond to this all-wise God?  How can we imitate him?  How can we relate to him?  What are the implications of God’s omniscience for us?)

· Ask God for wisdom. 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives to all men generously and without reproaching, and it will be given him.” (James 1:5)

· Then look for signs of the fruit of wisdom. 

“Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. . . . But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.” (James 3:13-18)
· Read the Scriptures, in which God has placed wisdom. 

“The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.” (Psalm 19:7)

· Fear God. 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” (Psalm 110:10; cf. Proverbs 9:10)

· Trust in God’s plan for your life.  He is all-wise, and knows what is best for us.

“To believe actively that our Heavenly Father constantly spreads around us providential circumstances that work for our present good and our everlasting well-being brings to the soul a veritable benediction.  Most of us go through life praying a little, planning a little, jockeying for position, hoping but never being quite certain of anything, and always secretly afraid that we will miss the way.  This is a tragic waste of truth and never gives rest to the heart. 

     There is a better way.  It is to repudiate our own wisdom and take instead the infinite wisdom of God.  Our insistence upon seeing ahead is natural enough, but it is a real hindrance to our spiritual progress.  God has charged Himself with full responsibility for our eternal happiness and stands ready to take over the management of our lives the moment we turn in faith to Him. . . .God constantly encourages us to trust Him in the dark” (Tozer 63).
God’s Truthfulness (Veracity or Reliability) and Faithfulness
Defn: God is the true God.  All his knowledge and words are both true and the final standard of truth.
1.) God is the true God.

Jeremiah 10:10-11 “The Lord is the true God; he is the living God and the everlasting King. . . . The gods who did not make the heavens and the earth shall perish from the earth and from under the heavens.”
John 17:3 “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

2.) All God’s knowledge is true and the final standard of truth.

Job 37:16 “Do you know how the clouds hang poised, those wonders of him who is perfect in knowledge?”
(see also God’s omniscience)

“God is never mistaken in his perception or understanding of the world” (Grudem 195).

“If we think the same thing God thinks about anything in the universe, we are thinking truthfully about it” (Grudem 195).

3.) God’s words are true and the final standard of truth.  God always speaks truth.

Titus 1:2 “a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time” (cf. Hebrews 6:18) 

Psalm 12:6 “And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.”
Proverbs 30:5-6 “Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.”

John 17:17 Your word is truth.”
Proverbs 12:22 “Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who act faithfully are his delight.” (cf. Isaiah 59:3-4) 

--God hates falsehood and loves the truth.

As a truthful God, we can know that God always does what he promises to do.  This aspect of God’s truthfulness is often studied on its own: God’s faithfulness. 
Defn: God will always do what he has said and fulfill what he has promised.

Numbers 23:19 “God is not a man that he should lie, nor a son of man that he should change his mind.  Does he speak and then not act?  Does he promise and not fulfill?”

Application/ Imitation
· Strive after true knowledge about God and his world.

· Speak truthfully.

“Therefore, putting away falsehood, let every one speak the truth with his neighbor.” (Ephesians 4:25)

“We have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways; we refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:2)

 “Put away perversity from your mouth; keep corrupt talk far from your lips.” (Proverbs 4:24)

 “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14)
· Love truth and hate falsehood.  This is about your affections and not just your actions.  Are you passionate about truth?

The one “who speaks the truth from his heart” is the one who pleases God. (Psalm 15:2)

 “The righteous hate what is false, but the wicked bring shame and disgrace.” (Proverbs 13:5)

 “Do not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath, for all these things I hate, says the Lord.” (Zechariah 8:17)

· Trust God’s faithfulness—that what he promises he will fulfill.  This precludes worry (Matthew 6:25-34).
· Trust that God’s Word is true.  And look to his Word for the truth—truth about God himself, truth about the world, and truth about you.  So you can let him tell you who you are—once an object of wrath and now bathed in his grace and mercy (Ephesians 2:1-10), his adopted child and co-heir with Jesus (Romans 8:15-17), a person with a purpose and created for his glory (Ephesians 1:12; 2:10), and one in whom God takes great delight (Zephaniah 3:17).  
Attributes of Purpose: God’s Will, Freedom, Omnipotence and Sovereignty
God’s Will
Defn: God’s will is that attribute of God whereby he approves and determines to bring about every action necessary for the existence and activity of himself and all creation.
1.) God’s will in general--God’s will is the final reason for everything that happens.

Ephesians 1:11 “In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.” (our salvation by God’s will)
Revelation 4:11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” (creation by God’s will)

Daniel 4:28-37 Nebuchadnezzar is dethroned by God and told: “You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle.  Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.” (human government determined by God’s will)
Acts 4:27-28 “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.  They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.” (circumstances of Christ’s death by God’s will)
1 Peter 3:17 “It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” (sometimes suffering of Christians by God’s will)
James 4:13-15 “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. . . . Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’” (all the events of our lives determined by God’s will)
2.) Distinctions in aspects of God’s will-- God is able to will different things in different ways.

a.) Necessary will and Free will

 
--Necessary will is everything that God must will according to his own nature.

e.g. God wills himself.  “I am who I am.” (Ex. 3:14)  He cannot choose to 

be different than who he is.

--Free will is everything that God decided to will but had no necessity to will 

according to his nature.

e.g. the creation of the universe and acts of redemption

b.) Secret will and Revealed will

Deut. 29:29 “The secret things belong to the Lord our God; but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.”
--Secret will (a.k.a. God’s will of decree) includes his hidden decrees by which he governs the universe and determines everything that will happen.  We find out what God has willed when events actually happen. 

James 4:15 “If the Lord wills, we shall live and we shall do this or that.” (our plans)
Genesis 50:20 “As for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.” (bad events)

--Interestingly, “Scripture. . .does not hesitate to couple statements of God’s sovereign will with statements of man’s responsibility for evil” (Grudem 215).  Cf. Acts 2:23.  God is still never to be blamed for sin, and humans are not freed from responsibility for evil.

1 Corinthians 4:19 “I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills.”
Romans 9:18 “He has mercy upon whomever he wills, and he hardens the heart of whomever he wills.” (salvation)
--Revealed will (a.k.a. God’s will of precept) is God’s declared will concerning what we should do or what God commands us to do. 

Matthew 7:21 “Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”
Ephesians 5:17 “Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” 
Application/ Imitation

· Praise God that he cannot will anything that is against his nature.  Therefore, everything that he wills is based on his holy nature, his love, his grace, his justice, his truthfulness, his wisdom, his omnipotence, his perfection, etc.  

· Trust that God will save whom he will (Romans 9:18).  We need to rest in his sovereign plan, in his secret will, trusting that he is a perfect God, just and merciful.  

· Praise God that in his will he chose to save us!

· Obey God’s revealed will.  That is the clearest revelation of his will for my life.

· When we ask questions concerning God’s “will” for our lives, remember that we can trust God’s secret will for us.  Since God is a God of unity, we can rest assured that God’s will and heart for us is born out of a character of love, faithfulness, mercy, knowledge, wisdom, etc.  We can humbly depend on his sovereign control over every event of our lives.

God’s Freedom
Defn: God’s freedom is that attribute of God whereby he does whatever he pleases.

Psalm 115:3 “Our God is in the heavens; he does whatever he pleases.”
Proverbs 21:1 “The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will.”
Daniel 4:35 “He does according to his will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, ‘what are you doing?’”

“Nothing in all creation can hinder God from doing his will” (Grudem 216).

Application/ Imitation

· We don’t have to seek any more ultimate answer to why God chooses to do anything.  We can just know that God is free to do whatever he pleases.  

· While he is free to do whatever he pleases, he is still infinitely trustworthy.  We can know that God is loving, merciful, patient, just and faithful, etc.  So we can trust that in his freedom, God will still act according to his character. 

God’s Omnipotence
Defn: God is able to do all his holy will. 
1.) God has power to execute his will. 

“Whereas God’s freedom refers to the fact that there are no external constraints on God’s decision, God’s omnipotence has reference to his own power to do what he decides to do” (Grudem 216).  (God’s freedom states it negatively while God’s omnipotence states it in positive terms.)
     Genesis 18:14 “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”

     Jeremiah 32:17 “Nothing is to hard for you.”
     Ephesians 3:20 “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

       according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

       throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.”
     Matthew 19:26 “With God all things are possible.” (cf. Luke 1:37) 

“He who cannot do what he will and perform all his pleasure cannot be God.  As God hath a will to resolve what He deems good, so has He power to execute His will” (Pink 46).

“As holiness is the beauty of all God’s attributes, so power is that which gives life and action to all the perfections of the Divine nature.  How vain would be the eternal counsels, if power did not step in to execute them.  Without power His mercy would be but feeble pity, His promises an empty sound, His threatenings a mere scarecrow.  God’s power is like Himself: infinite, eternal, incomprehensible; it can neither be checked, restrained, nor frustrated by the creature” (Stephen Charnock, quoted by Pink 46).

2.) God is able to do more than he actually does.

     Matthew 3:9 “God is able from these stone to raise up children to Abraham.”
     Exodus 32:10 “Then I will make you into a great nation.”  (God could have destroyed Israel and 

      made Moses into a great nation for himself.)

   “There is infinitely more power lodged in the nature of God than is expressed in all His works” (Pink 48).

3.) God cannot do anything that would be opposed to his own character.  Therefore, God’s power is qualified by his other attributes.

E.g. God can’t lie  (Titus 1:2)

       God can’t deny himself  (2 Timothy 2:13)

       God can’t be tempted by evil  (James 1:13)

A subset of God’s omnipotence is God’s Sovereignty

Defn: God’s sovereignty is his exercise of rule (as “sovereign” or “king”) over his creation.

Application/ Imitation

· One of the most significant marks of our God-likeness is our ability to exercise our wills and make choices.

· We can trust God.  

“Well may the saint trust such a God!  He is worthy of implicit confidence.  Nothing is too hard for Him. . . .But seeing that He is clothed with omnipotence, no prayer is too hard for Him to answer, no need too great for him to supply, no passion too strong for Him to subdue; no temptation too powerful for Him to deliver from, no misery too deep for Him to relieve” (Pink 51).  

“God is love and God is sovereign.  His love disposes Him to desire our everlasting welfare and His sovereignty enables Him to secure it” (Tozer 99).

· Worship God, of course!  

“With the goodness of God to desire our highest welfare, the wisdom of God to plan it, and the power of God to achieve it, what do we lack?  Surely we are the most favored of all creatures” (Tozer 64).  

Summary Attributes
God’s Perfection
Defn: God completely possesses all excellent qualities and lacks no part of any qualities that would be desirable for him.
Matthew 5:48 “You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Psalm 18:30 “His way is perfect.”
God lacks nothing in his excellence!

“God’s ‘highest perfection’ is the sum and substance of all the attributes which have been discussed so far.  Accordingly, when we speak of God’s perfection, we do not refer exclusively to his moral excellence, whether ‘goodness or holiness,’ but we mean that God is the sum-total of all excellencies, the One than whom no greater, higher, better can exist either in thought or in reality.  In other words, God answers fully to the idea of God” (Bavinck 246).    

God’s Blessedness
Defn: God delights fully in himself and in all that reflects his character.
1.) God fully delights in himself. 

     1 Timothy 6:15 “God, the blessed and only Ruler”
     1 Timothy 1:11 “the glorious gospel of the blessed God”
Here, the Greek word is makarios, which means “happy.”  God is perfectly happy and has fullness of joy in himself.  Why wouldn’t he since he is the sum of everything that is desirable and excellent (God’s perfection)?  

2.) God delights in all that reflects his character.

     Genesis 1:31 “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”

     Isaiah 62:5 “As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.”

It’s natural that God would rejoice in the things that reflect his own excellence like his creation and even us, his people!

Application/ Imitation

· Realize that every good thing is from God (James 1:17) and give glory to him (Romans 11:36).  

· We delight in everything that is pleasing to God.  We rejoice in his creation as it reflects his excellence.  And we even delight in the specific abilities and characteristics that God has given us which reflect his excellence.  For example, 

God’s Beauty
Defn: God’s beauty is that attribute of God whereby he is the sum of all desirable qualities.
Psalm 27:4 “One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord.”
God’s beauty is very similar to God’s perfection.  But while God’s perfection focuses on the fact that God does not lack any good thing, God’s beauty focuses on the positive that God possesses all good desirable qualities.  

Application/ Imitation

· All of our desires ought to be centered in God.  Our passions ultimately are fulfilled in God. 

“Whom have I in heaven but you?  And there is nothing upon earth that I desire besides you.” (Psalm 73:25)

· We can reflect God’s beauty in our lives as we exhibit his character.

 “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.” (Ephesians 5:25b-27)

     --This is what Christ desires for us, his church.

 “Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.  Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.” (1 Peter 3:3-4)

--Peter tells the church that real beauty is in imitating God’s character and not in outward adornment

· We can delight in the beauty we see in Christian community as we see God’s character manifested in the church.

· We can enjoy beauty in the world as it reflects God’s beauty—music, art, nature, the beauty of a great computer program, etc. 

God’s Glory
Defn: God’s glory is the created brightness that surrounds God’s revelation of himself.
Psalm 104:1-2 “Praise the Lord, O my soul.  O Lord my God, you are very great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty.  He wraps himself in light as with a garment; he stretches out the heavens like a tent.”
Luke 2:9 “An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.” (God’s glory surrounds Jesus at his birth.)

Matthew 17:2 “There he was transfigured before them.  His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as light.” (God’s glory surrounds Jesus at his transfiguration.)

Revelation 21:23 “The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its light.” (God’s glory shines in the heavenly city.)  

God’s glory is not an attribute of God like the others because we’re not speaking of God’s character here, nevertheless, it belongs to God alone and is “the appropriate outward expression of his own excellence” (Grudem 221).

Application/ Imitation

· God has made us to reflect his glory.  

 “And we, who with unveiled faces reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:18)

“Though we do not now find ourselves surrounded by a visible light, there is a brightness, a splendor, or a beauty about the manner of life of a person who deeply loves God, and it is often evident to those around such a person.  In the life to come, such brightness will be intensified, so that as we reign with Christ, it seems that we also will receive an outward appearance that is appropriate to that reign and to our status as image bearers of God and servants of the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Prov. 4:18; Dan. 12:3; Matt. 13:43; 1 Cor. 15:43)” (Grudem 221).

God’s Being
God’s Spirituality
Defn: God exists as a being that is not made of any matter, has no parts or dimensions, is unable to be perceived by our bodily sense, and is more excellent than any other kind or existence.
John 4:24 “God is spirit.” 

--It is a kind of existence that is unlike anything in creation.

God’s Invisibility
Defn: God’s total essence, all of his spiritual being, will never be able to be seen by us, yet God still shows himself to us through visible, created things.

1.) God’s total essence will never be able to be seen by us.

     John 1:18 “No one has ever seen God” (cf. John 6:46; 1 John 4:12)
     1 Timothy 1:17 “To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever 

       and ever.  Amen.”
     1 Timothy 6:16 “who alone has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has 

       ever seen or can see”
2.) God still shows himself to us through visible, created things.

     Genesis 18:1-33 (God appeared to Abraham) cf. Gen. 32:28-30; Ex. 13:21-22; 

Ex. 24:9-11; Isa. 6:1

     Colossians 1:15 Jesus is “the image of the invisible God” cf. John 14:9
3.) And God says that we will see God himself

     Revelation 22:3-4 “the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in [the city], and his servants shall 

       worship him; they shall see his face, and his name shall be on their foreheads.”
     1 John 3:2 “We shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” (cf. 2 Cor. 3:18)
Moral Attributes
God’s Goodness
Defn: God is the final standard of good, and all God is and does is worthy of approval.
1.) God is the final standard of good.

Luke 18:19 “No one is good but God alone.”
Psalm 100:5 “the Lord is good” (cf. Psalm 106:1; Psalm 107:1)
Psalm 34:8 “O taste and see that the Lord is good!”
2.) All that God is and does is worthy of approval.

Psalm 119:68 “You are good and you do good; teach me your statutes.”
Genesis 1:31 “And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.”
James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”
Psalm 84:11 “No good thing does the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly.”
Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
Application/ Imitation

· “Give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).  Psalm 104, 106 and 107 are excellent psalms of praise to God for his goodness.

· We can imitate God’s goodness by doing good.  

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).

· We hunger after God himself when we realize that “he is the ultimate good that we seek” (Grudem 198).  

“Whom have I in heaven but you?  And there is nothing upon earth that I desire besides you.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever” (Psalm 73:25-26).

God’s Mercy, Grace and Patience 

These three attributes can be seen as separate attributes.  But interestingly, the Scriptures often mention them together as characteristics of God’s nature (Exodus 34:6; Psalm 103:8).  And we can study them as specific aspects of God’s goodness with the nuance changing based on the object of God’s goodness (the different class of people who are shown God’s goodness).  So that,

· God’s mercy is God’s goodness to those in misery and distress
· God’s grace is God’s goodness toward those who deserve only punishment 

· God’s patience is God’s goodness in withholding of punishment toward those 

who sin over a period of time.  

Let’s look at them in more detail.

God’s Mercy
Defn: God’s goodness toward those in misery and distress.
2 Samuel 24:14 “I am in great distress; let us fall into the hand of the Lord for his mercy is great. . .”
2 Corinthians 1:3 “Father of mercies and God of all comfort” (Paul describes God as such in the context of suffering)

“If we could remember that the divine mercy is not a temporary mood but an attribute of God’s eternal being, we would no longer fear that it will someday cease to be.  Mercy never began to be, but from eternity was; so it will never ease to be.  It will never be more since it is itself infinite; and it will never be less because the infinite cannot suffer diminution.  Nothing that has occurred or will occur in heaven or earth or hell can change the tender mercies of our God.  Forever His mercy stands, a boundless, overwhelming immensity of divine pity and compassion” (A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy 91).  

Application/ Imitation

· Show mercy to others.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 5:7).

· Receive God’s mercy with thanksgiving and humility.

God’s Grace
Defn: God’s goodness toward those who deserve only punishment.
Exodus 33:19 (cf. Romans 9:15) “I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.” 

     --God’s grace is freely given.  He’s never under any obligation.
1 Peter 5:10 “God of all grace”
Romans 3:23-24 “Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” 

     --God’s grace given to those who do not deserve it.  There is an emphasis on the undeserving.
1 Corinthians 15:10 “By the grace of God I am what I am.” 

     --Not just salvation but the whole of the Christian life is a result of God’s grace.
“No one was ever saved other than by grace, from Abel to the present moment.  Since mankind was banished from the eastward Garden, none has ever returned to the divine favor except through the sheer goodness of God.  And wherever grace found any man it was always by Jesus Christ” (Tozer 95).

“To ‘abound’ in sin: that is the worst and the most we could or can do.  The word abound defines the limit of our finite abilities; and although we feel our iniquities rise over us like a mountain, the mountain, nevertheless, has definable boundaries: it is so large, so high, it weighs only this certain amount and no more.  But who shall define the limitless grace of God?  It’s ‘much more’ plunges our thoughts into infinitude and confounds them there.  All thanks be to God for grace abounding (Tozer 95-96).

Application/ Imitation

· Worship God for his undeserved goodness.

· We need God’s continuing grace for life and ministry (1 Corinthians 15:10; Acts 14:26).

· We can be gracious to others.

God’s Patience
Defn: God’s goodness in withholding of punishment toward those who sin over a period of time.
Exodus 34:6 God is “slow to anger” (Numbers 14:18; Psalm 86:15; Jonah 4:2)
Romans 2:4 “Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?”
1 Timothy 1:16 (cf. Romans 9:22; 1 Peter 3:20) “But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.”

Application/ Imitation

· We are to be patient with others and “slow to anger.” 

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:2).

“My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires” (James 1:19). 

· We are to show patience in suffering like Christ (1 Peter 2:20-21).

God’s Love
Defn: God eternally gives of himself to others.

1 John 4:8 “God is love”
John 17:24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.” (cf. John 3:35; John 14:31) (eternal love between the members of the Trinity)

1 John 4:10 “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. (God’s love for sinful people)
Romans 5:8 “God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” (cf. John 3:16; Galatians 2:20)

“It should cause us great joy to know that it is the purpose of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to give of themselves to us to bring us true joy and happiness.  It is God’s nature to act that way toward those upon whom he has set his love, and he will continue to act that way toward us for all eternity” (Grudem 199).

“From God’s other known attributes we may learn much about His love.  We can know, for instance, that because God is self-existent, His love had no beginning; because He is eternal, His love can have no end; because He is infinite, it has no limit; because He is holy, it is the quintessence of all spotless purity; because He is immense, His love is an incomprehensibly vast, bottomless, shoreless sea before which we kneel in joyful silence and from which the loftiest eloquence retreats confused and abashed” (Tozer 98).

“It is a strange and beautiful eccentricity of the free God that He has allowed His heart to be emotionally identified with men.  Self-sufficient as He is, He wants our love and will not be satisfied till He gets it.  Free as He is, He has let His heart be bound to us forever” (Tozer 100).

Application/ Imitation

· Love God back! (Matthew 22:37-38)  And by loving God, we can actually bring joy to God’s heart! (Zephaniah 3:17-18; Isaiah 62:5)

· Obey God’s commands.  
“This is love for God: to obey his commands.  And his commands are not burdensome” 

(1 John 5:3). 

· We reflect God’s love by loving others, including our enemies (Matthew 5:43-48). 
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:11). (cf. John 17:26; Romans 5:5)

God’s Holiness
Defn: God is separated from sin and devoted to seeking his own honor.
Isaiah 6:3 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory”
Psalm 71:22 “The Holy One of Israel” (cf. Isaiah 1:4)
Psalm 24:3 “Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?  And who shall stand in his holy place?”  

     --Even the place where God dwelt is holy.

“Holy is the way God is.  To be holy He does not conform to a standard.  He is that standard.  He is absolutely holy with an infinite, incomprehensible fullness of purity that is incapable of being other than it is.  Because He is holy, His attributes are holy; that is, whatever we think of as belonging to God must be thought of as holy” (Tozer 106).

“Since God’s first concern for His universe is its moral health, that is, its holiness, whatever is contrary to this is necessarily under His eternal displeasure.  To preserve His creation God must destroy whatever would destroy it.  When He arises to put down iniquity and save the world from irreparable moral collapse, He is said to be angry.  Every wrathful judgment in the history of the world has been a holy act of preservation.  The holiness of God, the wrath of God, and the health of the creation are inseparably united.  God’s wrath is His utter intolerance of whatever degrades and destroys.  He hates iniquity as a mother hates the polio that take the life of her child” (Tozer 106).

Application/ Imitation

· God wants us to be holy. 

“You shall be holy; for I the Lord your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2; 1 Peter 1:16). 

· (Hebrews 12:10,14; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 5:26-27) 

· Have hope that one day everything on earth will be “holy to the Lord” (Zechariah 14:20-21).

· Embrace Christ and our salvation in him, because he is the one who makes us holy in God’s sight. 

“We must hide our unholiness in the wounds of Christ as Moses hid himself in the cleft of the rock while the glory of God passed by.  We must take refuge from God in God.  Above all we must believe that God sees us perfect in His Son while He disciplines and chastens and purges us that we may be partakers of His holiness” (Tozer 107).

God’s Peace (Order)
Defn: In God’s being and in his actions God is separate from all confusion and disorder, yet he is continually active in innumerable well-ordered, fully controlled, simultaneous actions.
1.) In God’s being and in his actions God is separate from all confusion and disorder.

     1 Corinthians 14:33 “God is not a God of confusion but of peace”
     Romans 15:33 “the God of peace” (cf. Philippians 4:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:20)
2.) God is continually active in innumerable well-ordered, fully controlled, simultaneous actions.  Peace does not mean inactivity.

     John 5:17 (God continually working)

     Acts 9:31 (lots of activity in the early church)

     Psalm 29:11 “The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people with peace.”
     2 Thessalonians 3:16 “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every      

      way.  The Lord be with all of you.” 

Application/ Imitation

· Pursue peace in our relationships.  
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone” (Romans 12:18).  

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of the body you were called to peace.  And be thankful.” (Colossians 3:15)
· Worship in an orderly way (1 Corinthians 12-14).
· Rest secure in God’s peace (2 Thessalonians 3:16).
God’s Righteousness (Justice)
Defn: God always acts in accordance with what is right and is himself the final standard of what is right.
1.) God always acts in accordance with what is right.

Deuteronomy 32:4 “All his ways are justice.  A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and    right is he.”
     Genesis 18:25 “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
     Isaiah 45:19 “I the Lord speak the truth, I declare what is right.”  

2.) God himself is the final standard of what is right.

Job 40:2, 8 “Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? . . . Will you even put me in the wrong?  Will you condemn me that you may be justified?”
Romans 9:20-21 “But who are you, a man, to answer back to God?  Will what is molded say to its molder, ‘Why have you made me thus?’ Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for beauty and another for menial use?”

Application/ Imitation

· Do what is right according to the Lord.

“Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray.  He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.” (1 John 3:7)

· No moral relativism for us!  We can take our cues from God.

God’s Jealousy
Defn: God continually seeks to protect his own honor.
Exodus 34:14 “For you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” (cf. Deuteronomy 4:24; 5:9)
Isaiah 48:11 “My glory I will not give to another.” 

Application/ Imitation

· Worship!

· “It is healthy for us spiritually when we settle in our hearts the fact that God deserves all honor and glory from his creation, and that it is right for him to seek this honor.  He alone is infinitely worthy of being praised.  To realize this fact and to delight I nit is to fine the secret of true worship” (Grudem 205).

· Get rid of the idols in our lives.  (Exodus 20:3-7; 34:14)

God’s Wrath
Defn: God intensely hates all sin.

Exodus 32:9-10 “I have seen this people . . . now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them.”

Deuteronomy 9:7-8 “Remember and do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilderness. . . . Even at Horeb you provoked the Lord your God to wrath, and the Lord was so angry with you that he was ready to destroy you.”

John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but he wrath of God rests upon him.”
Romans 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men.”

Application/ Imitation

· Thank God for Jesus, “who rescues us from the coming wrath” (1 Thessalonians 1:10)!  We don’t have to fear God’s wrath if we are in Christ (Romans 5:9-11).  This is great reason to rejoice!

· We can thank God for his patience in withholding his wrath so that more may come to know him and be saved.  And we can pray for those who are yet to believe in him.

“The Lord is . . . slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger for ever” (Psalm 103:8-9).  

“The Lord is not slow about his promise as some count slowness, but is forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise. . .” (2 Peter 3:9-10).

· We can imitate God by hating sin.  We can hate sin that we see in ourselves and so strive for personal holiness.  And we can hate sin that we see in the world and not give in to moral relativism.  Like God, the emphasis is on hating sin, not the people who sin.

� These definitions are taken from Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology.  


� See Bavinck’s The Doctrine of God for a more complete discussion of the secret will and the revealed will.  


� See Chapter 16 in Grudem’s  Systematic Theology and D.A. Carson’s Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility: Biblical Perspectives in Tension.


� See D.A. Carson’s The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God for an excellent treatment of this attribute.





