1) The Purpose of Our Study:  

We hope to give you a brief but somewhat detailed look at the Old Testament that will cause you to savor each book with relish and galvanize you to further study.  We hope, too, to enrich your personal worship and deepen your love for our magnificent God.

a) Today’s Agenda

1. The Theme of the OT – how does the Bible all hang together?

2. The Literary Structure of the OT  

3. Application of the OT:  Why should I read it?  Haven’t I been liberated from the requirements of Leviticus?  

4. A Chronology of Major Events

5. Maps

b) A Challenge to Embrace over the Next Five Months

2) The Theme of the OT

a) Some scholars have observed…

Delitzsch:  “The OT is full of deceptions of all kinds: a veritable hodgepodge of erroneous, incredible, undependable figures… in short, a book full of intentional and unintentional deceptions… a very dangerous book, in the use of which the greatest care is necessary.”

Luther:  “Leave Moses and his people together.  They are a thing of the past and none of my business.  I hear the word that concerns me.  We have the gospel…  I pay no attention to [Moses], he does not concern me.”

Brevard Childs:  “the Reformers read the OT in order to hear the Word of God.  They began with the presupposition of the Christian faith that both the OT and the NT witness to the one purpose of God with His people…  They read Scripture with faith that this witness was directed to Someone who had done some thing.”

b) The Bible is _______ STORY about ______ Person.  The story is about the redemption of man and the restoration of all things by God in Jesus Christ.
“The center of the Bible is the incarnate and glorified Christ, by whom all things will be renewed.  All the acts of God, all the revelation of his promises and covenants, all the progression of his kingdom, and all the benefits of salvation are in Christ.”  (p. 27, The Progress of Redemption, Willem VanGemeren)

i. The Road to Emmaus.  Jesus: “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”  And even more tellingly: “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to hem what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (Luke 24:25-27).  
ii. Luke 24:44 – “This is what I told you while I was still with you:  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  
iii. Mt. 5 – “Don’t misunderstand why I have come.  I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets.  I came to fulfill them.”Luke 24:44 – “This is what I told you while I was still with you:  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  
iv. John 5:39-40, in dialogue with the Jews, Jesus said, “You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life.”  
v. Revelation 19:10 – “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  The nature and purpose of prophecy is to reveal Jesus! 
c) God primarily makes COVENANTS when dealing with His people

i) What is a covenant?

(1) According to Goldingay, Eichrodt: “General term for the relationship between God and humanity”

(2) “The promises of God as revealed in the Scriptures, conditioned on certain terms on the part of man, as obedience, repentance, faith, etc.” – Webster 1913 Dictionary

(3) “A contract between two parties” – Easton Biblical Dictionary  

(4) “The sovereign administration of grace and promise” – VanGemeren, “The Progress of Redemption”

ii) The Noahic Covenant:  PRESERVATION
(1) Reference:  Genesis 8:21-22; 9:8-16
(2) Promise:  “I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth.  Neither will I ever strike down every living creature as I have done.”  9:11 – “I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  Also: God promises to dwell on earth: “in the tents of Shem” “to bless and protect the people among whom He dwells in a special manner” (VG, p. 96).  
(3) Condition:  “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”  

(4) Redemptive Historical Purpose:  Shows God is a God of grace – despite the sin of man, God will not destroy man or cause his labor to be cursed.  Also shows that God loves man and that He remembers man’s frailty and is committed to life.  The sign of the rainbow can be figuratively taken: the bow from the beginning of life (creation) to the end of life (restoration) – God’s love for mankind and faithfulness to His own word will extend into eternity.  

iii) The Abrahamic Covenant:  ELECTION & PROMISE
(1) Reference:  Genesis 17 

(2) Promise:  “You shall be the father of a multitude of nations… I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings will come from you.  And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you” (vv. 4-8).  Also, an offspring is promised to heretofore barren Sarah: Isaac.  “He shall father twelve princes and I will make him into a great nation” (v. 20).  Finally, the gift of land: “I will give to you the land of Canaan…” (v. 8).
(3) Condition:  Circumcision.  “He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised… So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant” (vv. 12-13).
(4) Sign: Circumcision 
(5) Redemptive Historical Purpose:  
(a) The first clear mention of the people of God.  God is “their God.”  He secures a people for Himself.  This is election.
(b) God shows that He will bless other nations because of him (heralds the coming of Christ to bless the Gentiles too).  
(c) God promises land: heralds the new heavens and new earth in the end of time.  

(d) Hope for an offspring (Isaac, but also, read Christ)  
iv) The Mosaic Covenant: CONSECRATION
(1) Reference:  Exodus     
(2) Promise:  Consecration.  God makes His people holy through “under the sanctions of his holy law.”  “I, the LORD, sanctify you…”  God also dwells among His people:  Exod. 25:8 “… let them make me a sanctuary that I may dwell in their midst.”    
(3) Condition:  Obedience to the law
(4) Sign:  the Sabbath.  “…this is a sign between me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify you” (31:13).

(5) Redemptive Historical Purpose:  
(a) We cannot understand grace or the necessity of atonement or the nature of God or the special privileges of the people of God until we understand the law.  

(b) The law also teaches us the kind of conduct that is pleasing to God.
(c) The Mosaic Covenant also shows us that God desires to meet with His people and have fellowship with Him (Exod. 25:8-9; 29:42-46).   

v) The Davidic Covenant:  
(1) Reference:

(2) Promise:

(3) Condition:

(4) Redemptive Historical Purpose:

vi) The New Covenant

(1) A better covenant:  Hebrews 8:6 – “But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises.”
(2) References: 

(a) OT

(b) NT

(3) Promise: 

(4) Condition: Faith

d) God also employs TYPES
i) Definition of “type”:

ii) Some examples:
e) Other methods of harmonization:

3) The Literary Structure of the OT

4) Application

5) TIMELINE

6) MAPS

